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Office  Memorandum  •  united  status  government 

TO  i  Assistant  Tor  Operations,  Ool  ,  PATE:  9  rebruary  1953 

^rr  Or.  Hayden  LhanniriQ-—  £*,b  ^ 

from  i  wnief ,  Contact  division,  CO 

SUBJECT:  California  Committee  for  onucer  Investigation 

1  recently  a  member  of  the  Los  Angeles  Office~had~occasion  to  hear  Dr. 

V, 'alter  Riedel  till  southing  of  the  activities  of  the  California  Cojr.Hteo  for 
Saucer  Investigation  (C3I).  His  counts,  as  follows,  may  be  oi  interest. 

2  Sr.  Riedel  indicated  he  was  formerly  Chief  Designer  at  the  German  Ex-  ~ 
nerir.ental  Rocket  Center  at  I’eenenuehder He  has  been  in  the^bo  as  a  paperclip  V 
scientist  for  soae  years.  He  is  now  a  Project  Hngiriccr  in  the  Asroph/sica 

Department  (Guided  missiles)  of  thejiqrthi^  *•  rocket  ' 

impression  of  being  a  competent  scientst,  especially  knowledgeable  on  rocket 

matters.  He  seemed  a  balanced  person,  not  given  to  fixations. 

3.  C5I  has  been  in  operation  some  years,  composed  of  private  individuals^ 
intrigued  and  scientifically interested  in  fino  mg  an  explanation  Aor 
Phenomena.  To  date,  they  have  received  some  1570  letters  relating  to  repoi*e 
sittings.  Of  this  number,  they  have  been  able  to  immediately  orcuic<lyeliw- 

&teXas  not  worth  follow-up.  The  great  proportion  of  this  2*  have  been - 

discarded  upon  further  investigation.  Vfnat  was  saaevmat  surprising  to  the  writer 
vas  the  exhaustiveness  with  which  these  investigations  are  being  ^de.^  Rob  only 
are  very  careful  calculations  cade,  if  the  data  exists,  to  check  tb.  possibility 
S  the  report  being  physically  possible  (e.g.,  in  terms  oi  lines  of^sight)  but 
the  individual  reporting  the  sighting  is  investigateo  privately  at  his  place  o. 
residence  to  establish  a  general  background  of  reliability  ena  ^edibilit.,  ,Vreffable«' 
the  25?-  investigated,  perhaps  25  or  so  sightings  have  been  establi.hea  reliable 
in  the  sense  that  no  known  existing  explanation  exists  for  thorn.  Apparently,  mo 
S  "Ive  Ken  Lrw^ded  to  bright  Field,  Dayton,  Oiio,  although  the re  appears 

to  be  a  time  lag  of  cone  duration  while  Oil  is  making  its  own  choc <  calculation., 
ur  Riedel's  description  of  one  reported  sighting  by  a  Twa  pilot  an.  crew,  and  t  - 
follow-up  with  respect  to  it,  was  impressive  to  the  writer  in  the  thought  applie  , 
the  pains  taken,  and  the  very  careful  application  of  scientific  oethou. 

L  So  serious  is  C3I  with  respect  to  its  investigation  that  Dr.  Riedel  indi- 
tht?  tbeiaJe  roin-  to  execute  a  olanned  "hoax"  over  the  Los  angeles  area 
In  “h/rlacti:*  .M  rollaMlUy  of  tta.  pibllj  l»  *.»»!  to  «kju.1 

aerial  phenomena.  (The  sightings  reported  over  ,,alibu  in  uhenLos./lotele-  paper^oC. 

.  .K1  cOU^  possibly  be  this  hoax.)  *Froa  this  experiment,  vney  noj e  to ^scert.in 

S  many  people  rewort  -an  aerial  visual  phenomenon  which  has  been  conducted  so  a,  to 
K  clearly  visible' to  nllarge  number  of  people  in  the  area.  ih#y  will  also,  of 
Kurse  K  able  to  test  the  variation  of  report  details,  etc.  This  experiment  i. 

•  designed  to  give  a  wetter  background  e0c.u.  vhicn  lutur. 
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1  Recently,  a  member  of  the  Los  Angeles  Office  hcd  occasion  to  hear  ur. 

Walter  Riedel  till  something  of  the  activities  of  the  California  Cojnittee  for  _ 
Saucer  Investigation  (GDI).  His  comments,  as  follows,  ir.ny  be  oi  interest. 

2.  Dr.  Riedel  indicated  he  vas  formerly  Chief  Designer  at  the  Cer.can  Ex- 
oericental  Rocket  Center  at  1'cenemuende.  He  has  been  in  the  l*  as  a  paperclip  V 
scientist  for  soae  years.  He  is  now  a  Project  engineer  in  the  Aerophysic* 

Department  (Guided  Lsiles)  of  the  Jorth, He  gave  every  . 
impression  of  being  a  competent  scientst,  especially  knovileageable  on  rocce- 
mapters.  He  seemed  a  balanced  person,  not  given  to  fixations. 

3.  CSI  has  been  in  operation  some  years,  composed  of  private  individuals^ 

intrigued  ar.d  scientifically  interested  in  finding  an  explanation  for  -^uc-r 
phenomena.  To  date,  they  have  received  some  1570  letters  relating  to  repoi>._ 
sightings.  Of  this  :number,  they  have  been  able  to  iiviedistely  e^uic/dy  elim¬ 
inate  75p  as  not  worth  follow-up.  The  great  proportion  of  this  2^  have  been 
discarded  ucon  further  investigation.  Vfna^was  somewnat  surprising  to  ^hcvriter 
vas  the  exhaustiveness  with  which  these  investigations  are  being  ‘^e‘  ^ 

are  very  careful  calculations  cade,  if  the  data  exists,  t<?  check  the  possibiU  y 
S  the  Report  bein*  physically  possible  (o.g.,  in  terms  of  lines  of  sight),  but 
the  individual  report ilg  the  sighting  is -,ip|tigatea  privately  at  his  place  o* 
residence  to  establish  a  general  background  of  reliability  ana  credibility ■*  „ 

the  257,  investigated,  perhaps  25  or  so  sightings  Have  been 

in  the  sense  that  no  known  existing  explanation  exl»t»  .or  then,  npparently,  isos 
the«e  Save  been  forwarded  to  Wright  Field,  Layton,  Ohio,  although  there  appears 
to  be  a  tine  lag  of  some  duration  while  Cil  is  making  its  own  chccx  end  calculation*, 
ur  Riedel's  description  of  one  reported  sighting  by  &  Twa  pilot  ark.  crew,  and  the 
follow-up  with  respect  to  it,  was  impressive  to  the  wnter^n  the  thought  applie  , 
the  pains  taken,  and  the  very  careful  application  of  scientific  metho.. 

4  do  serious  is  CSI  with  respect  to  its  investigation  that  Dr.  Hicdel  indi¬ 
cated  that  they  are  going  to  execute  a  planned  ''hoax"  over  tne  Los  Angeles  area, 
in-order* to  test  th/reaction  and  reliability  ofih.  public^ 

could'po.sibly  be  this  hoax.)  -Froo  this  experiment,  they  hoj  c  bo  ascertain 
h“  S^iopU  rcoort  .cn  aerial  vises!  fhenoncnon  which  hai  been  conaueten  so  a.  to 
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dcaIJnW  to  give  a  oatt,r  background  against  which  latere  aightirgcccan  to  evaluated. 
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.  Are  oltjo  directed  toward  the  UJJk, 

t.  “  ***  “  reported  in  the  m»4  are  observed.  This  ihtere; 

presented  before  the  en^ol ^  -ropbysios  beptrt- 

6  Of  incidental- interest 
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